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Minutes for 09/08/16 
Held at 

Finchampstead Baptist Church Centre - Library 
 

Attendees- 
Simon Weeks (SW)   (WBC Councillor) – Deputy Chair of FinchNAG 
Steve Bromley (SB)   (FPC)  
Roger Woof (RW)   (FPC) 
Richard Rampton (RR)  (FPC) 
Stephen Eddy (SE)   (Resident)  
Insp John Donachy (JD)  (TVP) 
PCSO Marie Graham (MG)   (TVP) 
Wendy Harcourt WH)   (Resident) 
Peter Jansen (PJ)   (Resident) 
Catriona Macmillan (CM)  (Community Development Worker – WBC) 
Betty Mold (BM)   (Resident) 
Mark Tomkinson (MT)   (Community Warden - WBC) 
Karen Collins (KC)   (TVP) – Temporary minute taker 
 

1.  Apologies – 
Rob Stanton (RS)    (WBC Councillor) – Chair of FinchNAG 
PC Paul Bentley (PB)   (TVP) 
Ann Hadrill (AH)   (Sand Martins Golf Club) 
 

2.  Minutes from 14 June 2016 were approved as an accurate record. 
 
3.  Matters Arising  

Updates to items and actions raised in the previous meeting: - 
 

a. SW advised there have been no further reports of speeding by users of East Berkshire Golf Club. 
This action is ongoing. 

b. SW thanked TVP and Karen for continuing to support the NAG Secretarial role. SB confirmed the 
July Parish Council Newsletter has gone out to 500 people and mentioned the NAG’s recruitment 
drive. There has not been much of a response from the 500, so they will now target a more specific 
list of 100 people who previously expressed an interest in the NAG at 25 a time.  

 
4. Financial position and potential grant application 

a. SW advised the NAG currently has no funds available and an application will be submitted for a 
grant from the Parish Council.  SB confirmed the NAG had received two previous grants of £250 
over the past 6 years. 

b. JD advised there is a pot of £2000.00 available from the Community Partnership which the NAG 
can apply for. This amount is across the Wokingham borough. The NAG needs to decide which of 
the Partnership’s priorities their request applies to and provide a brief outline on how it will benefit 
the community.  Simon mentioned they may look at requesting funding for a VAS sign.  JD 
suggested they discuss this further outside the meeting.   

c. SB reported that the NAG website is due for an annual hosting renewal which will cost £40. SW 
asked if there were any figures available to see if it was being visited 
 
ACTION – SB to determine how many hits the website is currently receiving.   
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  5. Road Traffic Update 
a. SB confirmed there are some draft proposed SID sites and dates.  The NAG would like to do 4 per 

month if they have enough manpower.   The list of proposed dates was circulated to the attendees 
of the meeting with a request for volunteers.  The main targets are Nine Mile Ride, Finchampstead 
Road, Longwater Road, The Village and Sandhurst Road. Speedwatch is still a high priority for the 
residents in the area.  The earliest scheduled time is currently 6:30am.  SE offered to do an earlier 
start.  MG offered to volunteer for the NMR (near 312) session which was scheduled to take place 
the next day.   

b. It was mentioned that residents of Barkham Ride have suggested they have an issue with speeding.  
SB said that results from ongoing SDR data recording at two separate Barkham Ride sites suggest 
there is no speed problem.  It was also pointed out that they also have permanently situated Gatso 
Speed Cameras.   

c. JD asked what model of SID device did the parish council own?  SB confirmed the SID had an 
alternating smiley or sad face and the current approaching vehicle speed. It was purchased from CA 
Traffic in Aylesbury.  SW advised these signs only display up to 15mph above the speed limit and 
then they showed 6 horizontal bars for very fast approaching vehicles.  SW asked if there was any 
feedback from the residents.  SB reported that speeding in Nash Grove Lane had been reported by 
a very forceful resident and a subsequent SID session completed at 1pm showed only 7 vehicles 
exceeding the speed limit, one twice.  The resident said the session needed to be at 7am, so a 
second session was performed at this time and only 3 vehicles were shown exceeding the speed 
limit.   

 
6. TVP Update  

MG confirmed that the Emergency Services day on 9th August was very successful. PB’s report 
confirmed levels of Anti Social Behaviour had fallen and from 18th August some of the youths 
currently on ABCs may be allowed back in the FBC due to good behaviour.  A quad bike has been 
issued with a section 59, meaning it will be seized if it is seen again within the next 12 months. 
Policing patrols have been increased at California Country Park in response to the summer 
holidays. On 16th July a male was arrested for breaking into a garage on Nine Mile Ride.  PB 
reported there are Special Constables doing work around Finchampstead.  JD provided an update 
on crime statistics:  Crime is down 33% from 8th June 2015 to 8th July 2015 compared to the same 
period last year.  There were 66 offences in the Finchampstead area compared to 99 the previous 
year.  The area is the 3rd safest out of the 14 neighbourhoods in the area - beaten only by 
Crowthorne and Bracknell Town Centre.  There was an attempted break in at Soldiers Rise, two 
arsons were reported: one on Pine Ridge Park where old furniture was set on fire damaging 
neighbouring property and the other at Heathlands Riding Centre where a woman burnt her 
partner’s belongings in a skip.  JD advised there will be a drop of one sergeant from the area in 
November to be released to a central role.  Sgt. Tim Woolford is staying in his post.  Lorna Rivett 
will be the other sergeant.  SW mentioned that in Finchampstead village, a vehicle has been seen 
looking at properties.  It is a Toyota saloon. Simon will pass the details to JD.  CM mentioned she 
may have seen a moped that has been causing issues in the area on the way to the meeting 
tonight.  WH reported there have been problems with children throwing food items over a disabled 
neighbour’s fence in St. James Road.  This may be related to students waiting for the school bus 
going to Emmbrook Secondary School.  SE reported there has been fly tipping in Grange Road 
consisting of Amazon boxes and other domestic cardboard items and this is the 3rd or 4th incident he 
has observed.  SW mentioned there has been a large increase in fly tipping on a commercial scale.  
Dell Road and Lower Sandhurst Road have been affected.  Fly tipping in this area has doubled – 
builders rubbish is the main issue. SB advised he witnessed a white transit van making dangerous 
manoeuvres in the car park at the Ratepayers Hall.  JD thanked everyone for supporting the 
Emergency services day. 
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7. Summer Events 
a. CM confirmed there is an event on Thursday 11th August, the Tenant Services Fun Day with a 

parish picnic running from 12:00–4:00.  There will be a bouncy castle, slide and other activities.  
There is also a Bike marking event the following Monday which will includes a bike doctor.     

b. The Womens Group at the Community House are organising a summer day trip to Hayling Island on 
19th August for local families.  The cost is £5.00 per person. 

 
 
8. Any other business 

a. PJ mentioned there is a planning application in Warren Lane. Rob Fabry put a copy of the 
application through his door.  The application relates to a field which a traveller bought a few years 
ago.  SW replied that there is currently an injunction which forbids him to do anything without 
permission – hence the application for a permanent Traveller pitch.  There has also been an 
application at Hall Farm on Lower Sandhurst road for another permanent Traveller Pitch.  

b. WH asked for an update on the grass and hedge cutting.  We believe the contractor has now caught 
up with the cutting.  SW advised her to raise the issue of hedge cutting directly with RS.   

 
    
9. Future meeting dates - all at the FBC Centre Library at 7.30pm 

11 October 2016 
13 December 2016 
 

The meeting closed at 8:25pm 


